
ATTEMPTED MURDER BY ARSENIC\p=m-\EVIDENCE FROM THE ACTION
OF THE POISON ON ANIMALS.

Kerry Assizes. Tralee, Saturday, March 15, 1851.' Before JudgeBall.—Dennis Healy, 38, was charged with feloniously, wilfully, and of
malice aforethought, administering arsenic to Catherine Healy, his wife,
with intent to murder her.

The crown counsel, Messrs. Plunket, Hickson, J. D. Fitzgerald, and
Henn, prosecuted, and Mr. Brereton defended, the prisoner.

Catherine Healy, a woman aged 20, examined.—Was married to the
prisoner about Christmas twelvemonth. Before they were married a
fortnight, prisoner began to treat her badly. He used to beat her very
often. On Saturday in summer (13th July), witness made stirabout for
dinner ; put down Indian meal, having previously rinsed the pot. Put
down clean water from the well. Put the pot on the fire. The pri-
soner stirred it. When it was clone, witness poured out some on a dish
for the prisoner, and some on a plate for prisoner's step-brother, John
Lynch. Prisoner sent her out to cut soil for the cows, and she left her
own portion of stirabout in the pot. Cut the soil, and then milked the
cows. Came in, and prisoner told her to eat her stirabout. It was still
in the pot. It was cold. Ate it from the pot. Prisoner and his brother
ale what was poured on the plate and dish. Witness ate a hearty meal
from the pot. Gave some to the dog—three spoonfuls. Dennis Shea
and Biddy Shea were in the house. Did not find any taste in the
stirabout. ¡Noticed that the skin or scum of it was broken, as if stirred
after it cooled. Noticed also two lumps in it, like flour, but suspecting
nothing, she ate them. Became immediately sick, and vomited. After
this, witness felt as if boiling in her throat. The vomiting occurred at
night, but ceased in the morning. Felt a tightness in the throat, extend-
ing downwards towards the stomach—burning and soreness, with pres-
sure in the stomach. Had a great hoarseness, and in a week's time the
skin peeled off the soles of her feet. For three or four days had a diffi-
culty in standing. Used to trip in walking, and was unable to sleep.
Was not well for a fortnight. Was in perfect health before eating the
stirabout. The dog had also been quite well, but saw him vomit two or
three times after he ate the stirabout. He fell frequently on his side.
He ran to the place the fowls were in, and vomited there. Did not
see the dog again till he was found dead in a dyke in the course of ten
days. The hens were about the house during the day ; one of them
died the next day. Saw the others scarcely able to stand, and refusing
food. This hen died in a couple of days, and its feathers were found
to be loose. A red cock, also, which was kept in the house, died in
six or seven days'. It dropped most of its feathers before it died. Pri-
soner was not in the house when witness took sick. When he came in
she was very bad, and lying in bed ; he told her, however, to go out
and spread out the dung ; she said she was sick, and he said she was
not. The priest came to her on the third day. The priest said to
the prisoner he would have him arrested. Prisoner then made away
with himself, and did not return until witness recovered.
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Bridget Shea examined.—Is an aunt of Catherine Healy. Was in
the house. While her niece was out cutting the soil, witness saw the
prisoner standing close to the pot where his wife's stirabout was cooling.
[This witness depos d to the other facts, in the same manner as the last
witness, detailing the sickness of the girl and of the dog and hens.]

Cross-examined.—Did not see the prisoner touch the pot. Could
not see him clearly on account of a dresser which was partly between
them.

Daniel Shea (a boy) examined.—Was in the house. Heard the pri-
soner send his wife out to cut the soil. Went out at the same time, but
returned immediately, and found the prisoner at the pot. He bad it
on the dresser, and bis bands were in the pot (here witness, by means of
a hat, described the manner in which he saw the prisoner's bands in the
pot). When witness carne in, prisoner withdrew bis bands from the pot,
and, putting one band in his breeches pocket, walked to the door and
looked out. He then walked back again to the pot, and put his bands
in it again ; no person was in the bouse besides Bridget Shea, the prison-
er and witness. Bridget Shea could not see what he was doing, on ac-
count of the dresser. (This witness deposed to the subsequent circum-
stances of the woman, the dog and the ben being sick, and mentioned
his having seen the prisoner beat bis wife.)

The Rev. Garren Roche examined.—The prisoner came to me on
the day of the occurrence, and told me bis wife was sick, and had taken a
disgust to her gruel. He wanted me to go to prepare her. lie did not
appear much concerned. I went along with him, but when near bis
house I missed him. I bad another sick call to make that day, so I did
not go to the prisoner's house. He came to me again late at night, but
I could not go then, as it was Saturday night, and it would have interfered
with my duties. On the Monday, in consequence of removing, I went
to the house. 1 found the woman flushed. Her eyes very red. I
asked the prisoner where be got the poison ; he appeared stunned, and
did not answer lor a time. Then be said, 1 gave her no poison. I then
said to the woman's uncle that he should send for the police, and detain
every person who bad been present at the making of the stirabout. I
then put all the people out of the room, that 1 might hear the woman's
confession. When I came out, the prisoner was gone. I did not see
him again till the woman was out of danger.

Dr. Mayberry deposed as to the symptoms observed by him on visiting
the prosecutrix on the fourth day. They were such as arsenic is capa-
ble of producing. He received from Constable Tracy a dog, a cock,
and also, previously extracted, the contents of the dog's stomach, and
put it in a bottle sealed up. Took out, also, the contents of the crop
and gizzard of the hen, and sealed it up in a bottle.' Also extracted
the stomach itself of the dog, and part of the crop and gizzard of the
cock. Bottled them, and sealed them. Gave the bottles to Constable
Tracy.

Constable Thomas Tracy examined. Proved that he conveyed the
dead dog, the cock and the hen to Dr. Mayberry, and subsequentlybrought from hiin certain bottles, which he delivered to Dr. Geoghegan.
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Dr. Geoghegan, Fellow and Professor of the Royal College of Sur-
geons, examined.—Received, on the 3d of September, three bottles
from Constable Tracy. The bottles were sealed, and labelled respect-
ively—1, "Contents of the crop and gizzard of a fowl that ate the
matters vomited by Catherine Mealy"; 2, "Contents of the stomach
of a dog that swallowed some of the gruel " ; 3, " Stomach of the
dog, and part of the gizzard and crop of a cock." No. 1 contained
about half an ounce of acid vegetable matter, with a little gravel and
clay ; the presence of starch was indicated in considerable quantity, and
also that of arsenious acid or white arsenic, amounting to between two
and three grains. The presence of starch showed that the fowl had
fed on some farinaceous matter. The quantity of white arsenic was
sufficient to destroy life in the fowl, or even that of the human subject.
Two and a half grains have destroyed the life of an adult. The state-
ment that arsenic enters into the composition of any part of the human
body, is altogether erroneous. Orfila maintained that doctrine, but be
has since failed to establish it, and has admitted his error. The subject
has been rigorously investigated by Flandin and Danger, and it is now
conceded that arsenic is not a constituent of the bones, or any other
structure. There was a small quantity of clay in the crop and gizzard,
but I do not in anywise attribute the presence of arsenic to the clay,
though it is asserted that clay contains traces of that substance. The
contents of the dog's stomach furnished no trace of arsenic, nor did the
stomach itself, nor that of the gizzard and crop of the cock. I have
attended all through this trial, and have, heard all the symptoms detailed
by the witnesses. The symptoms exhibited by the woman afford in them-
selves a strong presumption of poisoning, and, when viewed in connec-
tion with their antecedent and concomitant circumstances, fully establish
the fact. 1 have heard of the lumps in the stirabout. Arsenic in
powder would be likely to form such ¡umps in gruel, as it does not with
facility dissolve even in water. White arsenic resembles flour in color.
In most instances in which arsenic has been swallowed, it has pro-
duced no impression on the nerves of taste, but, in some cases, an acrid
feeling has been experienced. If taken in gruel, it would not be likely
to indicate itself by taste. The first effect of a poisonous dose of arse-
nic taken by a person in health is usually nauseous, followed by vomit-
ing, and subsequently by a burning in the stomach, which is occa-

sionally very intense. It often produces soreness on pressure of the sto-
mach. One of the most constant effects of arsenical poison is the
burning sensation of the throat, usually accompanied by hoarseness, and
sometimes by a sense of constriction. The falling off of the skin or

nails is also very common when the case is prolonged. Paralytic symp-
toms, such as those detailed in evidence, often result from the action of
arsenic, but may also be produced by other poisons, such as lead. From
the symptoms exhibited by the dog and the fowl, namely, the vomiting,
staggering, falling off of the feathers, a presumption of poisoning in these
animals is established. The fact that no arsenic was present in the
stomach of the dog, or the crop and gizzard of the cock, is quite con-

sistent with their having been poisoned, because if, as it appears, they
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survived for some considerable time, the poison may have been eliminat-
ed. The doctor proceeded to detail the conclusions at which he had
arrived from the consideration of the medical facts—namely, that Cathe-
rine Healy had swallowed an irritant poison, and that such poison was
white arsenic.

Cross-examined.—Sickness of stomach is very usual with females in
the early stages of pregnancy (prosecutrix was pregnant at the time of the
occurrence). I do not think that acrid bilious matters swallowed by the
dog would account for his sickness, nor could it account for the dropping
off of the feathers of the fowl, nor for the presence of arsenic in the
digestive organs of the latter. Vegetable poisons produce effects on

man differing in some instances from those observed in the lower animals ;
but mineral poisons are more uniform in their effects.
A Juror.—Do you think that a person who had taken so large a

dose of arsenic as the prosecutrix, could have lived ?
Witness.—I don't know whether the quantity taken was large ; but

if it were, it is not surprising that recovery should ensue, both from the
early occurrence of free vomiting, and from the fact that the viscid ma-
terial with which the poison was admixed would, by enveloping the poi-
son, both promote its more ready expulsion through vomiting, and by
partially protecting the lining membrane of the stomach from its contact,
would retard its absorption into the system.

Mr. Brefeton, in a long and very powerful speech, contended that
no sufficient evidence of an adequate motive was adduced against the
prisoner. That no proof was given of his having procured or purchased
any poison whatever. That such proof could readily have been given
if, in fact, be had procured it at the only approachable, place where it
Could be had—namely, in the town of Kenmare. That the sole fact
in the case substantially criminating the prisoner, was the fact sworn

to by Dennis Shea. That Shea himself was not beyond suspicion in the
case; and that the woman's sister, Norry, was shown to have a direct
interest in her death. Counsel then proceeded to contend, that the case
was by no means conclusive as to the fact of arsenic or any poison having
been taken at all, or administered by any one. True, they bad the opi-
nion of a most distinguished physician on the point ; but it was, after all,
no more than an opinion. All these views were pressed with particular
force upon the jury.

Judge Ball summed up the evidence, leaving it to the jury to de-
termine, first, whether poison had been taken ; secondly, whether (if so)
it had been the act of the prisoner ; and, thirdly, the question of intent.
The jury, without hesitation, returned a Verdict of guilty.—LondonMedical Gazette.

ADHESION OF THE EAR AFTER ALMOST ENTIRE SEPARATION
FROM THE HEAD.

Goldberg, a Hungarian pedlar, was brought to our infirmary after hav-
ing received very severe injuries at the Georgia Railroad, by being
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